
ISRAEL IN PROPHECY 
LESSON 9 

THE KING OF THE NORTH 
 
Daniel chapter 11 and the "king of the North" has been interpreted in numerous ways during the past 
hundred years by both Adventists and non-Adventists.  James White and Uriah Smith had divergent 
views on the subject and even ran opposing articles in the Review.   

Today the popular dispensational view is to apply the king of the North to Russia.  Daniel 
eleven's description of a last day conflict is applied to the last day battle with Israel in Palestine, which 
they do with the other Old Testament prophecies that were never fulfilled to literal Israel before the 
time of Christ. 

In this lesson we will once again see that the last part of Daniel's prophecy in chapter 11 
applies to the same little horn power described in Daniel chapter 7 and 8.  We will see the principle of 
"repeat and enlarge" once again illustrated.  We will also follow the Biblical principle of letting the 
Bible define its own terms such as North, East, king of the South, etc., which the teachers of 
dispensationalism fail to do.  In our study today we will once again see that the last section of Daniel 
11 describes the last great conflict between Christ and Satan, Christ's followers and Satan's 
followers.  We will see that God's last day remnant people are in the very midst of the conflict.  We 
will see that Christ and His people are at the very center of this prophecy, which follows the principle 
that all scripture and prophecy is "Christ centered".  The dispensational view of an un-Godly Russia 
attacking a non-believing modern nation of Israel is certainly not Christ centered.  The dispensational 
view also does not prepare God's last day people to face the issues of this last day conflict. 
 

Introduction 
 
The first 30 verses on Daniel chapter 11 apply to events transpiring around the literal Old Testament 
nation of Israel before 34 AD.  These verses give a detailed account of the nations of Egypt (the king 
of the south), Syria (the king of the north), Medo Persia, Greece and Rome.  Since literal Israel in 
Palestine were God's people before 34 AD this application is consistent with the principles of 
interpretation. For a detailed discussion of these verses the SDA Bible Commentary and Daniel & 
Revelation by Uriah Smith are recommended.   

The prophecy makes a transition to a New Testament church application in verse 31.  Hence 
we will focus our study today on verses 31 - 45 and Daniel 12:1.  We see this same kind of transition 
in application from literal Old Testament Israel to spiritual New Testament Israel (the church) in Daniel 
chapters 2, 7 and 8.  Daniel 7 and 8 clearly delineates the work of the last day antichrist or Papal 
power and attack on God's truth and church.  The last part of Daniel 11 will continue to describe the 
work of the papacy and how it affects God's remnant church. 
 

Application to the Roman Catholic Papal power 
 
1. What did Daniel prophecy the papal power would do to the sanctuary and "daily sacrifice"? Dan 

11:31 
       Ans. _________________________________________________________ 
 Note: Polluting the sanctuary means to make something common that is sacred. 

In the Revelation and Prophecy Seminars we learned that the taking away of the "daily" referred to the papal 
effort to do away with the elements of the heavenly sanctuary such as Christ as our priest and sacrifice, the shew 
bread representing the Bible, etc. The papacy brought in a substitute for every aspect of the work of Christ in the 
heavenly sanctuary. 

 
2. Paul also described the work of the antichirst power.  What did he say the antichrist would do in 

relation to God's temple? 2Thes 2:4 
Ans.__________________________________________________________ 



Note: Paul clearly indicates there would be a last day power that would exalt himself against God and seek to 
establish himself in God's church (the temple) and direct worship according to his dictates. 

3. What did Daniel say about the "people that do know their God"? Dan 11:32 
Ans.__________________________________________________________ 

Note: There were faithful followers of God who resisted the work of the papacy such as the Waldenses, 
Albigenses, Huguenots, etc. 

 
4. What  would this antichrist power do to God's people? Dan 11:33 

Ans. _________________________________________________________ 
Note: This verse describes especially the 1260 year persecution of God's people by the papal power from 538 - 
1798. 

 
5. What did God promise to provide His people with? Dan 11:34 

Ans. _________________________________________________________ 
 Note: God rose up leaders for His people during this difficult time of persecution. 

 

6. What effect would the persecution have on the faithful follower of Christ? Dan 11:35 
Ans. _________________________________________________________ 

Note: Persecution brought purification of character to those who remained true to God. 
      
      When would this time of persecution end? 
     Ans. "…even to the _____________________________________________" 

Note: In previous lessons we learned that the 1260 year persecution ended in 1798.  Hence 1798 marks the 
beginning of the "time of the end". 

 
7. What eight things did Daniel say this antichrist power would do? Dan 11:36-37 

Ans.1.________________________________________________________ 
        

 2. ________________________________________________________ 
  
  3. ________________________________________________________ 
 
  4. _______________________________________________________ 
 
  5. ________________________________________________________ 
 
  6. ________________________________________________________ 
 
  7.________________________________________________________ 
 
   8.________________________________________________________ 

 
8. What god would this power honor? Dan 11:38 

Ans. _________________________________________________________ 
Note: The "God of forces" has two applications; (1) Papal Rome's alliance with civil powers and her efforts to get 
them to do her bidding and (2) prayers to the saints and virgin Mary..  This verse also describes the costly 
ornamentation placed on images of Mary and saints. 

 
9. What did Daniel predict this power would do to the land? Dan 11:39 

Ans. _________________________________________________________ 
Note: This has reference to Papal domination over temporal rulers and the Pope receiving revenue from them.  
Also in 1493 Pope Alexander VI divided the New World between Spain and Portugal. 

 
10. Answer the following questions related to Dan 11:40. 



 
 
What would the king of the south do to the Papal power? 
Ans. _______________________________________________________ 
 
What would the king of the north, Papal power, do in return to the king of the south? 
 Ans. ______________________________________________________ 

 
11. According to the first part of Daniel chapter 11 the king of the south was Egypt.  What happened 

to the "two witnesses" in spiritual Egypt in the New Testament?  Rev 11:3, 8. 
      Ans. _________________________________________________________ 

Note: The Revelation Seminar lessons point out that the spiritual or symbolic New Testament meaning of Egypt 
was the atheism of the nation of France. "..'the great city' in whose streets the witness was slain, and where their 
dead bodies lie, is 'spiritually Egypt'… This is atheism, and the nation (France) represented by Egypt would give 
voice to a similar denial of the claims of the living God…" Great Controversy,  269  
Hence Daniel 11:40 describes atheistic France, the king of the south, pushing at the king of the north, the papacy.  
This occurred in 1798 when Napoleon sent his General Berthier to take the pope prisoner.  Revelation 13:3 
describes this event as a deadly wound being inflicted. 

 

12. In this lesson "king of the north" has been applied to the papal power.  Answer the following 
questions in reference to this application. 

 
Where is God and His city, Zion, described as being located? Ps 48:2 
Ans. __________________________________________________ 
 
When Lucifer wanted to exalt his throne above God's throne and the angels where were they 
described as being located? Isa 14:12-14 
Ans. __________________________________________________ 

Note: God is the true king of the north.  However, the Bible indicated Satan has tried to usurp His authority in this 
earth and is therefore the counterfeit king of the north. 

 
Where did God say He would bring His people from when He delivered them out of the Babylonian 
captivity? Jer 3:18; 31:8. 

      Ans. _________________________________________________ 
       
      Where does God describe Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, as being  

from? Eze 26:7 
      Ans. ___________________________________________________  

Note: The Old Testament describes the king of literal Babylon as the king of the north.  The New Testament uses 
the Babylonian imagery when describing the great antichrist power in Revelation.  Hence, the New Testament 
antichrist, papal power is the spiritual king of the north. 

 
13. When the king of the north, the papacy, re-emerges to power and comes "against" the     

       king of the south (atheism) how does the Bible describe his growth in power?  
       Dan 11:40-43 
      "…and he shall enter into the ______________, and shall overflow and pass  
        over." 
      "He shall enter also into the ______________ ____________, and many  
        __________    shall be overthrown;…" 
        "the land of _____________ shall not escape." 
 
14. Tidings from two directions are said to trouble the king of the north.  From what two directions do 

these tidings come? Dan 11:44 
Ans. ______________________________________________________ 



 
 
15 Answer the following questions to determine what tidings out of the "east" and    
     "north" refer to. 
 
     East: 
     What is described as coming from the "east"? Eze 43:2 
     Ans.______________________________________________________ 
 
     From what direction does the sealing angel come from? Rev 7:2 
     Ans. _____________________________________________________ 
 
     What is the earth lighted with as a result of the sealing angel's work? Rev 18:1 
     Ans. _____________________________________________________ 

Note: In a previous lesson we learned that God's glory refers to His character.  The work of the sealing angel 
described as coming from the "east" causes God's remnant people to reflect God's character.  This occurs as they 
experience righteousness by faith in Christ.  As part of this work God's law, which is a transcript of His character, 
is written in their hearts (Heb 8:8, 10) and they live His law out in their lives.  This causes Satan's rage to be 
kindled against God's remnant people (Rev 12:17).  The first of the three angel's message calls us to give "glory" 
to God and worship Him as creator (Sabbath worship).  Hence this sealing message, pictured as coming from the 
"east" troubles the papal power. 

 

   North: 
   From what direction did God describe His judgments on Judah as coming    
   from? Jer 1:13-16; 4:6 
  Ans. ______________________________________________________ 
 
We have previously seen that God's throne is described as being in the "north".  In Jeremiah we see 
God's judgments as coming from the "north".  Hence His judgments are described in the Bible as 
coming from His throne.  Where does Revelation describe the seven last plagues as coming from? 
Rev 15:6 
Ans. _________________________________ 

Note: God's throne is in the temple.  Therefore, the seven last plagues, which are His judgments upon a sinful 
world, are described as coming from God's throne. 

 
   What warning of judgment or punishment does God give to those who receive  
   the mark of the beast? Rev 14:9-10; 18:4 
  "the same shall drink of the wine of the_______________________________" 
  
 "…come out of her, my people,  that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye  
    receive not of her ___________________." 

Note: The three angels message of judgment upon spiritual Babylon is pictured as coming out of the "north". 
 

16. What do these tidings out of the east and north cause the king of the north to do? Dan 11:44 
"…he shall go forth with great fury to _______________________________ 

Note: This phrase is interpreted by numerous Bible scholars as describing a "boycott".  We know that Revelation 
13 describes this boycott as a time when no one can "buy or sell" except those who receive the mark of the beast. 
 

17. Where does Daniel describe the antichrist as planting the tabernacles of his palace? 
Dan 11:45 
Ans. _________________________________________________________ 

Note: The glorious holy mountain refers to God's people.  This is the same events as described by Paul in 2Thes 
2:4 

 
 



 
 

18. What three things are described as happening when the king of the north (the papacy) begins 
severely persecuting God's remnant people? Dan 12:1 

Answer: 
1. ___________________________________________________________ 

Note: Michael standing up refers to Christ completing the work of judgment in the heavenly sanctuary. 

2. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Summary 

 
The last part of Daniel chapter eleven describes the work of the great antichrist power (the papacy).  
Just prior to the close of probation (end of judgment) when Michael stands up, the loud cry will go 
forth in the powerful proclamation of the three angels messages under the latter rain, described as 
tidings out of the east and north.  When this occurs the papal power is enraged and persecution of 
God's remnant people begins with the little time of trouble and continues as the time of trouble after 
the judgment ends.  The spirit of prophecy describes these events as follows: 

"I was pointed down to the time when the third angel's message was closing.  The power of 
God had rested upon His people.. The last great warning had been sounded everywhere, and 
it had stirred up and enraged the inhabitants of the earth who would not receive the message."  
Early Writings, 279  


