
ISRAEL IN PROPHECY 
LESSON 6 

COMING OF THE KINGS OF THE EAST 
 
During the past two centuries Christians have had numerous interpretations of the “kings of the East” 
described in Revelation chapter 16.  In the 1800’s the popular view was that it applied to Turkey.  As 
mankind moved into the 20th century and world war I and II came upon the scene of history Bible 
scholars began looking to China and Japan for the fulfillment of this prophecy.  The problem in these 
interpretations is that these expositors of Scripture looked at events prevalent in the world at the time 
and tried to fit those events and nations into the prophecy.   

The key to interpreting all prophecy is to let the Bible interpret its own symbols.  If the 
interpretation is correct, Christ will be seen as the center of the Scripture under study.  This is the 
approach we will take in this lesson.  We will see that, as with other Old Testament terms, the term 
“East” looses its “literal – local” application and takes on a “spiritual – worldwide” meaning.  We will 
also see that the “kings” coming from the “East” have great significance for God’s people and that 
Jesus is at the very heart of this prophecy.  This prophecy of the “kings of the East” is found in the 
chapter of Revelation describing the seven last plagues.  These plagues are connected to the fall of 
mystical Babylon and the deliverance of God’s people when Christ returns. 
 

Introduction 
 
1. How does John describe the heavenly sanctuary at the time of the seven last plagues?  Rev 15:5-

6, 8 
“And after that I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was 
________________: And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the ____________ 
_____________,…” 
“And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and ______ 
________ was able to ____________ into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels 
were fulfilled.” 

Note: Today man can enter the temple in heaven through faith having Christ as our intercessor.  When the seven 
last plagues fall the work of Christ as man’s mediator will be complete.  Hence, the temple is “open” and “no man” 
can “enter” into the temple. 

 
2. What condition is mankind in after probation closes when the investigative judgment is complete 

and the seven last plagues begin to fall upon this earth?  Rev 22:11-12 
“He that is ______________, let him be _________________ still: and he which is 
____________, let him be ______________ still: and he that is ________________, let him be 
__________________ still: and he that is ____________, let him be _________ still.  And, 
behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give __________ _________ according as 
his work shall be. 

Note: When the plagues begin to fall every case will have been decided in the judgment.  No man will change 
spiritually.  Christ will then soon come with His reward for “every man” according to their (work) faith and life lived. 

 
3. What are the seven last plagues called in Rev. 16:1? 

“..the vials of the _________ ____ _______..” 
 
4. How does John in Revelation chapter 14 describe this “wrath of God” or seven last plagues? Rev. 

14:10 
“The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out ___________ 
_____________ into the cup of indignation…” 

Note: “Without mixture” refers to the fact that these plagues are not mixed with mercy, the blood of Christ.  All of 
God’s judgments in this earth have in the past been mixed with mercy.  At the time of the seven last plagues 
Christ’s intercessory work is complete.  Hence, the mercy of God no longer pleads for sinful man.   



 
5. According to Daniel what happens to God’s people at the conclusion of the “time of trouble” or 

seven last plagues?  Dan. 12:1 
“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to 
that same time: and at that time thy people shall be _____________, every one that shall be 
found written in the book.” 

Note: Michael standing up refers Christ ending His intercessory work in the heavenly sanctuary.  The seven last 
plagues are  then immediately poured out on the earth, which Daniel describes as the “time of trouble”.  Following 
this time of trouble Christ returns and delivers His people. 

 
6. Who are the seven last plagues directed at? Rev. 14:9-10 

“…If any man ___________ the beast and his image, and receive his ________ in his forehead or 
in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God (seven last plagues),..” 

 
7. In what city are those who receive the mark of the beast and receive the seven last plagues 

pictured as living in? Rev. 18:2, 4 
“And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, ______________ the great is fallen,…” 

 
8. What call does God make to those in Babylon, and why does He make this call? Rev. 18:4 

“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, _________ _______ of her, my people, that ye 
be not _____________ of her _________, and that ye receive not of her _____________.” 

 
The Seven Last Plagues 

 
9. What did John hear that indicates that every plague does not fall universally throughout the earth? 

Rev. 16:1 
“And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your _________, and 
pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.” 

Note: The first four plagues fall on different parts of the earth.  The last three plagues fall universally throughout 
the earth and are closely connected to the second coming of Christ. 

 
10. What is the first plague? Rev. 16:2 

“and there fell a noisome and grievous ____________ upon the men which had the mark of the 
beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.” 

 
11. What does the second plague affect? Rev. 16:3 

“And the second angel poured out his vial upon the ________; and it became as the _________ 
of a dead man: and every living soul died I the sea.” 

 
12. How does the third plague affect the fresh waters where it falls? Rev 16:4-7 

“And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became 
_________.” 

  
13. What does the fourth plague cause? Rev 16:8-9 

“And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the ___________; and power was given unto him to 
scorch men with ___________.” 

 
14. What does God promise to provide for His people during this time of trouble? Isa. 33:14-16 

Vs. 16 “…___________ shall be given him; his ____________ shall be sure.” 
 
 
 



15. Do the seven last plagues cause any of the unrighteous to repent of their sin?  Rev. 16:9, 11 
 “…they repented _______ to give him glory.” 
 
“And ______________ the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented 
________ of their deeds.” 

Note: Previously we learned that when the investigative judgment is complete and Jesus intercession ceases no 
man will change regarding their relationship with God.  The unrighteous remain unrighteous, Rev. 22:11 

 
16. What promise does God give his people in the book of Psalms? Ps 91:1-4 

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the __________ of the 
Almighty….. Surely he shall ____________ thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the 
noisome pestilence.” 

 
17. When the fifth plague falls on the seat of the beast what happens to his kingdom?  Rev. 16:10-11 
      “…his kingdom was full of ______________;..” 

Note: The kingdom of the beast at the time of this plague is the entire world.  When this plague falls the whole 
earth is covered with darkness.  This is the first of the last three plagues that are worldwide in their effect and 
occur in rapid succession one after another.  These last three plagues are closely connected with the second 
coming of Christ to deliver His people from Babylon’s power. 
When this fifth plague falls the beast power and his followers realize they are  lost.  They sense their spiritual 
darkness. 
 

18. What call does God make to those in Babylon before He pours our the seven  
      last plagues?  Rev. 18:2-4 
       “…Babylon the great is __________..” 
      “..Come _______ of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and     
      that ye receive not of her plagues.” 
 
19.Will there come a time when it will be too late to heed God’s call? Zech. 7:11-13 

Answer  
“Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would ______ hear; so they cry and I 
would ________ hear, saith the LORD of hosts:” 

 
20. What will the sinners in Babylon realize? Jer 8:20 
      “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are _______ saved.” 

 
21. What happens when the sixth plague is poured out? Rev. 16:12 
      “And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river ____________;  
       and the water thereof was ___________ up, that the way of the kings of the  
       __________  might be prepared.” 
 
22. How did God describe the literal city of Babylon in Jeremiah? Jer. 51:12-13 
      “O thou that ______________ upon many ________…” 

Note: The Old Testament city of Babylon was located with the Euphrates river running through it.   

    
23. How does God describe spiritual Babylon in Revelation? Rev. 17:1,5 
      “…I will shew unto the judgment of the great whore that __________ upon  
      many _________.” 
 
24. What does the water represent that spiritual Babylon is said to be sitting upon? Rev. 17:15 
      “And he said unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore  
      sitteth, are ____________, and ___________, and ___________, and  
       ___________.” 



Note: Using the principle that worldwide events are symbolized by local event, the waters described in Revelation 
where the whore, spiritual Babylon,  sits would be the spiritual Euphrates river.  These waters represent the 
people that support Babylon and her persecution of God’s people.  This sixth plague “dries up” this support for 
Babylon.  The persecution power of Babylon is broken under this plague. 

 
25. What does this “drying up of the river Euphrates” prepare the way for?  

Rev. 16:12 
      Answer _______________________________________ 
 
26. What direction is used to describe the second coming of Christ? Matt. 24:27 
      “For as lightening cometh out of the _________, and shineth even unto the  
     west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” 
 
27. What is said to come from the East in Ezekiel? Eze. 43:1-4 
      “And, behold, the __________ of the God of Israel came from the way of the  
       east…” 

Note: In the Old Testament a direction such as “East” is interpreted literally.  In the New Testament a direction is 
interpreted symbolically or spiritually when interpreting an unfulfilled Old Testament prophecy or a New 
Testament prophecy. 

 
28. How does Matthew describe the second coming of Jesus? Matt 16:27 
      “For the Son of man shall come in the _________ of his Father with his  
       _________;” 
 
29. Since Christ and His angels are described in the Bible as coming from the  
       East, whom do you think the “kings of the East” represent? 
      Answer__________________________________________________ 
 
30. What happens when the seventh plague is poured out? Rev. 16:17-21 
      Answer ______________________________________________________ 
 
        ______________________________________________________ 
 Note: The earthquake, hail and voice of God occurs just prior to Christ’s second  
               coming. 
 

31. What wonderful promise does God give his people concerning the plagues? Ps 91:5-10 
      Vs. 10 “There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any ____________ come  
                  nigh thy dwelling.” 
 

Conclusion 
 
The seven last plagues are poured out on this earth after the close of the investigative judgment.  
Christ’s intercessory work in the heavenly sanctuary is complete.  The plagues fall on all who have 
rejected Christ and the truths of His Word, especially related to the warning messages of the three 
angels’ of Revelation chapter 14.  The plagues do not touch any one of God’s children.  They will be 
protected by God while the wicked are suffering the devastating affects of the plagues.  The first four 
plagues are not worldwide, but fall on  various places on the earth.  The last three plagues are 
worldwide in effect and are closely connected to the second coming of Christ and His angels, who are 
depicted as the “kings of the East”.  The seven last plagues are God’s means of delivering His people 
from the persecuting power of spiritual Babylon and are the New Testament fulfillment of Ezekiel’s 
chapter 38 and 39 prophecy (see Lesson 5, Gog & Magog Battle Israel).  Though the sinners of earth 
will be suffering great want during these plagues, God’s people will be protected from them and their 
necessities will be provided for by God.       


