
ISRAEL IN PROPHECY 
LESSON 4 

THE GATHERING OF ISRAEL 
 
 
Many Christians are greatly interested today in the nation of Israel in the Middle East.  They see 
Israel’s return to Palestine in 1948 as the fulfillment of prophecy.  The Old Testament prophecies, 
which foretell of God gathering Israel back to their land from the many countries where they had been 
scattered, are pointed to as having been fulfilled in the 1948 re-establishment of the nation of Israel in 
their former homeland.  In this lesson we will study the gathering prophecies on the Old Testament 
and you will see that they do not apply to the modern nation of Israel at all.  Rather they initially 
applied to the gathering of Israel from the Babylonian captivity.  You will also learn that Christ, the 
great I AM, is the One Who does the gathering and to Whom Israel is to gather.  The application of 
the gathering prophecies to the modern nation of Israel in Palestine is a “Christless” application and 
therefore unbiblical.  Christ must be the focus and center of all scriptural interpretations. 
 
In this lesson you will learn that the gathering prophecies continue to be fulfilled today, but not to the 
nation of Israel.  Rather they are being fulfilled as Christ gather’s individuals into His church, spiritual 
Israel.  This spiritual gathering will continue until Jesus returns to literally gather His people to Himself 
in glory.  
 

The One Who Gathers 
 

1. According to the Ezekiel how did God describe the gathering of His people?  
Ezekiel 34:11-13, 23-24 
Vs. 12  “As a _________________ seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his 
_____________ that are scattered; so will I seek out my _______________, and will deliver them 
out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.” 

 
2. How did Jesus describe Himself when He spoke of gathering His people?  

      John 10:14-16 
 “I am the good _________________, and know my _____________, and am known of mine.” 
“And other ___________ I have which are not of this fold: them also I must _____________, and 
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one ______________.” 

 Note: Jesus in the shepherd that is prophesied in the Old Testament as gathering 
His people.  Christ is the One Who does the gathering in both the Old and New Testament.   All the 
gathering prophesies are Christ centered. 

  
 

 
Three Fold Application 

 
In this lesson we will see the three fold application applied to the gathering promises of the Old 
Testament. 
 
 Literal Israel  Spiritual Israel (Church) Literal Worldwide 
 Local Palestine     | Worldwide        | in Glory 

                   |            | 
            34 AD    Christ’s 
     Second 
     Coming 

 



Old Testament Gathering Promises 
 

Literal Israel – Local Palestine Application 
 
3. How did Moses describe Israel’s future prosperity, captivity and their gathering back to their 

homeland?  Deuteronomy 30:1-5 
“And it shall come to pass when all these things are come upon thee, the __________ and the 
______________, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the 
nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee,  And shalt ______________ unto the LORD 
thy God, and shalt ______________ his voice according to all that I command thee this day,…..” 
“That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will 
return, and _________________ thee from all the nations, whither the LORD hath scattered thee.” 

Note:   The blessing referred to Israel’s prosperous years culminating during king David’s reign.   
  The curse referred to Israel’s Assyrian and Judah’s Babylonian captivity. 

The gathering referred to God restoring Israel back to their homeland following the Babylonian captivity.  
We will see that all the Old Testament gathering promises apply to the same restoration back to Palestine 
following the Babylonian captivity. 

 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel were contemporaries living and prophesying during the time of the 
Babylonian captivity.  Hence, their gathering prophesies were designed to bring hope to their 
people Israel who were being lead away into captivity by the Babylonians.  Notice how these two 
prophets foretell that Israel would someday return to their homeland in Palestine following their 
captivity in Babylon. 

 
4. Ezekiel 37:21-22  “And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the children 

of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will     _________  them on every 
side, and bring them into their own ______________: 

  “And I will make them __________ _________ in the land upon the   mountains of Israel; and 
one king shall be king to them all……” 
 

5. Who was to be their “shepherd” and “prince” or king?  Ezekiel 34:23-24 
“And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant   
______________; he shall feed them, and he shall be their _______________. 
And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant ____________ a _________  among them; I 
the LORD have spoken it.” 
 

6. How does Jeremiah describe this same gathering of Israel from the Babylonian captivity?  
Jeremiah 23:5-6 
 “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a  Righteous Branch, and a 
_________ shall reign and prosper, and shall  execute judgment and justice in the earth.” 
“In his day Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, ______ _________ ________    _______________.” 

 
 

7. How did Isaiah describe the gathering out of captivity and whom did he include in the gathering 
other than Israel?  Isaiah 11:10-12, 16 

“And in that day there shall be a ____________  _____   ____________, which shall stand for an 
ensign of the people; to it shall the _________________ seek: and his rest hall be glorious.” 
“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the _____________ 
time to recover the remnant of his people…..” 
 Note:  The first time God gathered His people was out of Egypt (see verse 16). 

The second recovery referred to here was the gathering after the Babylonian captivity. 
This gathering was to be extended to include Gentiles, which is being fulfilled today. 



Spiritual Israel - Worldwide Application 
 
These prophesies were partially fulfilled to literal Israel in local Palestine and Jerusalem following the 
Babylonian captivity.  However, because of their rejection of Jesus Christ, the One Who gathers, 
these prophesies did not and will not meet a complete fulfillment to literal Israel.  How did Jesus and 
Paul indicate literal Israel was rejection by God thereby forfeiting of God’s prophesies and promises 
to them? 
 
 
8. Paul referred to Isaiah’s prophecy in Romans 15:12.  How did Paul apply this Old Testament 

gathering prophecy? Rom. 15:7, 13 
“Wherefore receive ye one another, as ____________ also ______________ us to the glory of 
God.” 
“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in _____________, that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of the ____________ __________.” 

Note:  Paul applied Isaiah’s gathering promise to the believer coming to Christ and being received by Him by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Paul did not apply this prophecy to the nation of Israel being gathered to 
Palestine at some future time. 

 
9. How did Jesus indicate that He was this “shepherd” referred to by Ezekiel and Jeremiah?  John 

10:14-16 
     “I am the good ________________, and know my sheep, and am known  
      of mine.” 

 
     “And other sheep I have , which are not of this fold: them also I must  
      __________ and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be _________    
      fold and __________ shepherd.” 

Note: Jesus is the shepherd and prince David referred to in Jeremiah and Ezekiel’s prophesies (David 
was a “type” of Christ, Christ is the second David). 
Jesus knew this and applied the Old Testament gathering prophesies to Himself.  
esus is the “Lord Our Righteousness” for all who believe in Him. 

 

10. How did Jesus describe Himself in reference to the God of the Old Testament?  
John 8:58 

“Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, ____ _______.” 
Note:  Jesus was claiming to be the I Am of the Old Testament. (see Exodus 3:14) 

This means Jesus, before His incarnation, was the One who gave Israel the gathering promises.  He is 
the One who gathers Israel. 

 

11. How did Jesus describe His desire to gather Israel and the result of their rejection?   
      Matthew 23:37 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto 
thee, how often would I have ______________ thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye _____________  ________.” 

 

12. What did Jesus say would happen to Israel?  Matthew 21:43   
“Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be __________  from you, and 
______________ to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” 
Matthew 23:37-38 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have ______________ thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye _____________  __________!   
Behold, your house is left unto you _____________.” 

 
 



13. What did Paul say about Israel? 
Acts 13:46 “Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word 
__________, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 
______________.” 

 
14. Who is the true Israel descendant of Abraham today? Galatians 3:28-29  

“There is neither  ____________ nor ____________, there is neither bond  nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all ___________ in Christ Jesus.  And if ye be Christ’s, then 
are ye _________________  ___________, and  _______________ according to the promise.” 

Note:  The believer in Jesus Christ is the true seed of Abraham today, the true     
Israelite, and has inherited the prophecies and promises given to Abraham and his descendants.  

 
15. How did Jesus describe Himself and His plans concerning His people?   

      John 10:14-16 
      “I am the good _________________, and know my sheep, and am known of    
       mine.”   
      “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must  
       ___________,  and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” 
 
16. When planning the death of Jesus, in what words did God inspire Chaiaphas the high priest to 

speak concerning the work of Christ for His people?  John 11:47-53 
      vs. 51-52 “And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he   
      prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; And not for that nation only,  
      but that also he should ________________ together in one the children of    
      God that are ____________ abroad.” 
 
17. How did Paul describe Gentiles becoming a part of God’s Israel today?   

      Ephesians 2:12-13, 19-22 
“That at that time ye were without Christ, being ______________ from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world:  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are ___________  ___________ 
by the blood of Christ.” 
“Now therefore ye are not more _____________ and _______________, but 
_____________________ with the saints, and of the household of God;” 

 
18. How does Paul in Hebrews describe the individual who accepts Christ? Heb.12:22-24 

“But ye are come unto ____________  ______________, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly ___________________, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the general 
assembly and _________________ of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 
____________ the judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, And to 
_______________ the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 
better things than that of Abel.” 

Note: When an individual becomes a Christian he is pictured as coming to Mt. Zion, to   
         Jerusalem, to the church and to Christ.  Hence, Christians in the New Testament  
         are described as Israel living on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem with Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Literal - Worldwide in Glory Application 
 
19. How did Matthew describe the gathering that takes place when Jesus 
      returns?  Matthew 24:30-31 

“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory.  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall 
____________________ together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other.” 

 
20. How did Paul describe this same event?  1Thessalonians 4:16-17 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be _______________ _______ ___________ with them in the clouds, to _____________ 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

Note: Jesus’ second coming to gather His people is the Literal – Worldwide in      
          Glory Application of the Old Testament gathering promises given to Israel. 

 
Summary 

 
Three-Fold Application of the Gathering of Israel 

 
Literal – Local                   Spiritual – Worldwide       Literal – Worldwide 

 in Glory 
Literal Israel   Spiritual Israel (church) God Literally gathers   
Gathered by Jesus  Gathered to Jesus  Israel of all ages to Jesus  
To local Jerusalem  to spiritual Jerusalem at His second coming.  
In Palestine      | Worldwide       | Worldwide  

       |                                           | 
   34 AD    Christ’s 
       Second 
       Coming 
 
Note: Worldwide means an event that happens throughout the world. 
 
 
 
 
 


