
ISRAEL IN PROPHECY 

LESSON 3 

GOD’S ISRAEL TODAY 

 

There is much confusion in the Christian world concerning the role of the modern nation of Israel in 
prophecy.  In this lesson you will learn the concept of Israel in the Old and New Testaments.  You will 
see that the literal nation of Israel was God’s chosen people in the Old Testament.  However, when 
the nation and her leaders rejected their Messiah, Jesus Christ, they ceased to be God’s special 
people and the Christian church took the role of Israel in the New Testament. 
 

Promises To Israel Conditional 
 
1. What does Jeremiah say about God’s promise of blessing or judgment?   
    Jeremiah 18:7-10 
      __________________________________________________________ 
 
      ___________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What did God say was the condition of Israel being and continuing a special   
     people and nation of God?   

A. Exodus  19:5-6  “Now therefore, if you will ____________ my voice indeed, and 
____________ my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: 
for all the earth is mine.” 

 
B. Deuteronomy 28:1  “And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt _________ diligently unto the 

voice of the LORD thy God, to _____________ and to _________ all his Commandments 
which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all 
nations of the earth.” 

 
3. What did God say would happen to Israel if they disobeyed His commandments? 

A. Deuteronomy 28:15 _______________________________________________ 
B. Deuteronomy 8:19-20 _____________________________________________ 

 
Israel Rejected Because of Unfaithfulness 

 
4. Answer the following questions in Isaiah’s prophecy about Israel’s failure to be  
    faithful to God. 

A. What does the vineyard refer to? 
Isaiah 5:7 ____________________________________ 

B. Instead of good grapes what kind of fruit did the vineyard bring forth? 
Isaiah 5:2-4 __________________________________ 

C. What did God prophecy would happen to His vineyard, Israel? 
Isaiah 5:5-6 __________________________________ 

5. What did Jesus say about how the son of the owner of the vineyard would be  
     treated? 

A. Matthew 21:37-39 ______________________________ 
B. Who do you think the son referred to in Jesus parable of the vineyard? _________ 

6. What did Jesus say would happen to Israel and God’s kingdom? Matthew 21:43 
A. “The kingdom of God shall be ___________ ___________ ___________, and 

___________ to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” 
 
 



7. Did the Jewish leaders know who Jesus was referring to in His parable?  
    Matthew 21:45 
     ___________  “….they perceived that he spoke of _____________.” 
 
8. What condition did Jesus say the house of Israel would become because of their   
    refusal to come to Him?  Matthew 23:37-38 
    ___________________________ 
 
9. In what words did the Jewish people and leaders reject Jesus, their Messiah? 

A. Matthew 27:25 _____________________________________________ 
B. John 19:15 _____________________________________________ 

 
10. To whom did the apostles begin preaching the gospel to because of Israel’s  
       rejection of Christ?  Acts 13:46 

 __________________________________________________ 
 
11. Does the literal nation of Israel’s failure mean that God’s prophetic word will fail? 

A. Rom 9:6  ______________________________________________ 
B. Why?  “For they are not all _______________, which are of Israel:” (vs6) 
C. Are all blood descendents of Abraham truly Israelites? 

________  Rom 9:6-8 
“…they which are the children of the  ____________, these are _______ the children of 
God; but children of the _______________ are counted for the seed.” 
Note: Children of flesh refers to blood descendents of Abraham. 

          Children of promise refers to those who have faith in Christ. 
 
12. Why did the nation of Israel fail to continue as God’s people?  Romans 9:30-33 

Because they sought righteousness in the wrong way.  “They sought it     
___________by ___________, but as it were by the ____________ of the   
law.” 

 
The New Spiritual Israel Is The Church 

 
13. In closing his letter to the Galatian Christian church how did Paul address them?  
   Galatians 6:16 
 “And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy,   
           and upon the _____________ of __________.” 
 
14. How does a person today become a descendent of Abraham and inherit the  
      promises to Abraham’s seed?  Galatians 3:29 
 “And if ye be _______________ then are ye _________________ seed and  
            _______according to the promise.” 

Note: The believer in Jesus Christ has inherited the promises and prophecies originally given to Abraham and his 
seed. 

 

 
15. According to the New Testament is there any distinction between a Jew and  
      other peoples? Galatians 3:28 

________ “There is neither __________ nor Greek….. for ye are all _______  
       in Christ.” 

 
 



16 According to Paul who is the true Jew in the New Testament?  Romans 2:28-29 
 “He is not a ____________ who is one _____________….”   
 “But he is a ____________ who is one _____________….” 
 Note: “Inwardly” refers to the inner faith of the person. 
           “Outwardly” refers to the physical, blood lineage to Abraham. 
 
17. How does Peter describe God’s people in the New Testament? 1Peter 2:9-10 
  ______________________________________________________ 
 Note the similar description used in Ex 19:5-6 describing the nation of Israel. 

 
18. In James’ general letter to all Christians how does he address them?  James 1:1 
 “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the __________  

________which are scattered abroad, greeting.” 
 

The New Testament Church Has Inherited Old Testament Prophecies 
 

19. Joel 2:28-29 is a prophecy given to Old Testament Israel.  How did Peter apply  
       this prophecy?  Acts 2:1-18 
 Verse 16 Peter applies Joel’s prophecy to the _________________ 
 Note: Peter applied Joel’s prophecy to the church at pentcost. 

 
20. Isaiah 42:6 prophecied that Israel was to be the light to the gentiles.  How did  
      Paul and Barnabas apply this Old Testament prophecy?  Acts 13:46-47 
 “For so hath the Lord commanded ________________…” 
 Note: Paul and Barnabas applied Isaiah’s prophecy to the New Testament church. 

 
21. All Christians are living under the new covenant.  Who is this new covenant  
      made with? 

Hebrews 8:8-10 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of __________” 
 Note: All New Testament believers are saved under the new covenant and are  
           Considered the house of Israel by God. 

 
Conclusion 

 
In this lesson we learned that God’s promise that the Old Testament nation of Israel would be His 
special people was conditional on their continued faithfulness to Him.  The Jewish nation rejected 
Jesus, their Messiah, and sought to be righteous by keeping God’s law.  Because of this they were 
rejected by God, which Isaiah had foretold in his parable of the vineyard.   
 
In the New Testament God’s people is the church, the believers in Jesus Christ.  The church has 
therefore inherited the covenant, promises and prophecies originally given to Abraham and his 
descendents (seed).  The individual who believes in Jesus Christ as their Saviour is God’s true 
Israelite today.  The church is God’s spiritual Israel nation today. 

 


