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ISRAEL IN PROPHECY 
LESSON 2 

PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION 
 
Every science is based on principles.  Physics, chemistry, mathematics, etc. all have underlying 
principles that are necessary to learn if one wants to understand that area of science.  The Bible is no 
different.  In this lesson you will learn the principles of Bible interpretation that will enable you to 
correctly understand the Bible.  
 

Introduction 
 
1. What does Paul say concerning how we are to study the Bible? 2Timothy 2:15  

“______________   _____________  the word of truth.” 
Note: To rightly divide means to properly interpret the Word of God. 

 
2. Why were the Berean Christians called noble in Acts 17:11” 

“they received the word with all ___________ of ____________, and __________ 
the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” 
 

Eleven Principles of Interpretation 
 
Principle 1  Holy Spirit Guidance 
     
3. What member of the Godhead inspired the Bible writers?  2Peter 1:21 
    ______________________________________ 
 
4. How should the scriptures not be interpreted? 2Peter 1:20 
    __________________________________ 
 
5. Why do we need the Holy Spirit to teach us? 1Corinthians 2:14 
    _____________________________________    
 
6. What is one of the major responsibilities of the Holy Spirit? John 16:13 
    _______________________________________ 
 
Principle 2  All scripture reveals Christ. 
    
7. Whom did Jesus say the Scriptures testify of in John 5:39? 
     “…they are they which testify of ________.” 
 
8. Give an example from the Old Testament where Christ is revealed. 
    ____________________________________ 
 
Principle 3  Compare scripture with scripture 
 
9. How are we to study Bible subjects? 1Corinthians 2:13 
  “the _________  _______ teacheth; ___________ spiritual things with ________” 
 
 
 



10. In Daniel 7:3 Daniel saw four beasts come out of the sea.  What did these beasts  
      represent?  Daniel 7:17 
     “These great beasts, which are four, are four __________, which shall arise out of  
      earth.” 
 
11. Read the following texts and determine the title on the cross of Christ.   
 
 Matthew 27:37 ______________________________________________________ 
 
 Mark 15:26 _____________________________________________________ 
 
 Luke 23:38 _____________________________________________________ 
 
 John 19:19 _____________________________________________________ 
 
 What do you think the title probably said?  
  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Principle 4 Learn the deep, spiritual meaning and not just the literal meaning. 
      
12. Read the following verses and note how Jesus gave a deep, spiritual meaning to a  
      physical item.  John 6:48-51, 53-56 
 

A. “I am the __________ of life.” 
     “Your fathers did eat ___________ in the wilderness….” 

      “… the bread that I will give is my __________, which I will give for the  
        life of the world.” 
     “Except ye eat the ___________ of the son of man, and drink his ________, 
       ye have no life in you.” 

B. What did Jesus say brings life?  John 6:63 
“…the __________ that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are  
_________.” 

C. How did many disciples react to this teaching of Jesus?  John 6:60, 66 
“Many therefore of his disciples, when they heard this, said, this is a  
_________   _________; who can hear it?” 
“Many of his disciples went back and walked _______  ________ with him.” 

 
Principle 5 The gospel is taught in every scripture passage and prophecy.  
 
13. How did Paul describe the Holy Scriptures? 2Timothy 3:15-16 
    “…the holy scripture, which are able to make thee __________ unto salvation 
    through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
 
 
Principle 6 The law of growth and development – repeat and enlarge 
 
14. How did Jesus illustrate this principle using an example from nature?  Mark 4:28 
    “For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself, first the _________, then the _______ 
    after that  the ________ ________ in the ear.” 
 
15. Read the following verses in Genesis and list the first use of a symbol. 
     A. Genesis 3:1   “Now the ___________ was more subtil than any beast of the field “      



What does the serpent represent in other Scriptures? Revelation 12:9  
_________________________________  

     
 
     B. Genesis 3:15  “..and I will put enmity between thee and the ___________, and  
                between thy seed and _________ seed…” 
 
 What does the woman refer to in other Bible verses? 
 Jeremiah 6:2; Isaiah 51:16; Revelation 12:1, 17  ___________________ 
 
Principle 7 Bible names are significant 
 
16. Names in the Bible have meaning.  What is the meaning of the following names? 

A. Gen 3:20 “and Adam called his wife’s name ___________; because she was  
            mother of all ____________.” 

B. Matt 1:21  “…thou shalt call his name _________; for he shall ________ his 
             people from their sins.” 

C. Matt 1:23  “…and they shall call his name ____________; which being  
         interpreted is, ________ ________ _________.” 
 
Principle 8. The church has inherited the things of Old Testament Israel 
 
17. How does one become a descendent of Abraham and inherit promises given to  
           Abraham and his descendents? Galatians 3:28-29 
          “If ye be ___________ then are ye ____________ _________ and __________ 
           according to the promise.” 
      B. Read Exodus 9:5-6 and 1Peter 2:9 and list the terms that originally applied to the  
 literal nation of Israel but now applies to the church today. 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
Principle 9 Worldwide events are symbolized by local events. 
 
18. What local event is used to symbolize the end of the world in Jude 7?      
      ________________________________ 
 
19. The fall of what Old Testament nation and city is referred to in Revelation 18:2-5?       

_______________________ 
 
Principle 10 Three fold application of prophecy.  
 
Many prophecies have three applications 

 A literal Old Testament Israel application,  

 A spiritual Israel worldwide (church) application 

 A literal worldwide in glory application. 
 
20. Read the following verses and indicate which application applies to the term “holy city”.   
      Place the appropriate letter (A,B,C) next to the verse. 
   Matthew 4:5___________   A. Spiritual Worldwide 
   Revelation 11:2 __________  B. Literal Worldwide in Glory 
   Revelation 21:2 __________  C. Literal Israel 
 
 



 
 Literal Israel   Spiritual Israel (church)  Literal Worldwide 
 Local Palestine    | Worldwide   | in Glory 

       |     | 
    34 AD                                Christ’s 
              Second 
                         Coming 
 
Principle 11  Day-Year principle: a day in prophecy represents a year in actual time 
    
21. How did God use this principle in prophesying Israel’s wilderness sojourn? 
     Numbers 14:34  “After the number of days in which ye searched the land, even forty 
       days, each _________ for a _________ shall ye bear your iniquities,  
       even forty years.” 
 
Warning: 
 
22.  When we do not correctly interpret Scripture what are we actually doing and what 
     will be the result?  2Pet 3:15-16 
     “.. they that are unlearned and unstable ____________, as they do also the other 
       scriptures, unto their own _____________.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  


