
ISRAEL IN PROPHECY 
LESSON 10 

THE TEMPLE RESTORED 
 
In this lesson we will study the Old Testament prophecy in Ezekiel that describes the restoration of 
the temple.  Based on Ezekiel's prophecy Christians have been predicting for many years that the 
modern Jewish nation, Israel, would rebuild the temple on it's ancient site in Jerusalem.  Entire books 
have been written on the subject. 

Four events have been pointed to as important last day signs of Christ's soon return by the 
dispensationalists.  First, Israel was to return to Palestine and be re-established as a nation.  
Secondly, Israel was to take possession of Jerusalem.  And thirdly, the temple was to be rebuilt. The 
last event just prior to Christ's return is a war around Jerusalem with God intervening to deliver Israel 
from her enemies.  Two of the four have occurred.   

In this study series, Israel in Prophecy, we have considered three of the four events from 
several perspectives. As we have seen, Satan has been developing a master deception of prophetic 
misinterpretation, which is preparing the world for his appearing as Christ in Jerusalem.  As a part of 
his plan a temple could very well be built.  However, such an event would not be a fulfillment of 
Ezekiel's prophecy.  It would only be a part of Satan's great last day deception called 
"dispensationalism", which has taken the minds of the vast majority of Christians today. As with the 
other unfulfilled Old Testament prophecies we will see that this temple restoration prophecy in Ezekiel 
applies to spiritual Israel (the church) and not the modern nation of Israel in Palestine. 
 

Overview 
 
Ezekiel 36:24-27 describes a promised revival and reformation to take place in Israel following the 
Babylonian captivity.  Here we find the New Covenant promise, which was partially fulfilled to literal 
Old Testament Israel.  However, because of Israel's failure this promise will be fulfilled to New 
Testament spiritual Israel, the church. In Ezekiel chapter 37 we read of the "valley of dry bones", 
which contains God's promise to restore Israel to Palestine.  Again the gathering promises met a 
partial fulfillment in Old Testament Israel, but will find their final, complete fulfillment in New 
Testament spiritual Israel, the church. Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39 describe the great last day conflict 
between Israel and her enemies.  The enemies of Israel attack her and God intervenes to deliver 
Israel.  This prophecy was never fulfilled to Old Testament Israel.  The last day war prophecies of 
Ezekiel and the other Old Testament prophets will find their fulfillment to spiritual Israel, the church in 
both a "Spiritual Worldwide" application during the time of trouble, and a "Literal Worldwide in Glory" 
application after the 1000 years of Revelation chapter 20.  

 
Literal Israel Rejected - Spiritual Israel Instituted 

 
1. What did Jesus say that indicated that the literal nation of Israel would forfeit the right to the Old 

Testament promises and prophecies? Matt 21:43 
Ans. _________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What did Jesus say about the city of Jerusalem and Israel continuing as God's city and people? 

Matt 23:37-38 
Ans. _________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Who did Paul say has inherited the unfulfilled Old Testament promises and prophecies originally 

given to the literal nation of Israel? Gal 3:28-29 
Ans. _________________________________________________________ 

Note: The believers in Jesus Christ, the church, is the true Israel of God today and has inherited all the unfulfilled 
promises and prophecies originally given to the literal nation of Israel. 



Spiritual Worldwide Application 
 
4. What does the "temple" apply to in the New Testament? 1Cor 3:16 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
Note: The church composed of believers in Jesus Christ is the New Testament temple of God. 

 
5. How does Peter describe the New Testament temple or spiritual house? 1Pet 2:5 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What does Ezekiel describe happening at the temple? Eze 40:3-5 

Ans. _________________________________________________________ 
 
7. What was John told to do to the temple but not the court? Rev 11:1-2 

Ans. _______________________________________________________ 
Note: The measuring of the temple refers to the investigative judgment, which began in 1844.  The investigative 
judgment involves only the believers in Jesus Christ, spiritual Israel.  The Gentiles (non-spiritual Israelites) are not 
included. 

 
8. What did Peter say about this investigative judgment of believers? 1Pet 4:17 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
Note: Here we see Peter making the same application.  The "house of God" or temple is where the judgment 
begins. 

 
9. What does Ezekiel describe coming out of the house of God, or temple? Eze 47:1 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
 
10. What happened to this river flowing from God's temple? Eze 47:3-5 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
 

11. What happens to everything this river comes into contact with? Eze 47:8-9 
Ans. ________________________________________________________ 

Note: Ezekiel's prophecy pictures a river of water of life flowing out of God's temple, which brings life wherever it 
flows. 

 
12. How did Jesus describe Himself? John 2:19-21 

Ans. _________________________________________________________  
Note: Jesus was the embodiment of the temple.  He was the temple of God living amongst men. 

 
13. What did Jesus say He had for individuals? John 4:14 

Ans. _________________________________________________________ 
 Note: Christ is the water of life, which brings eternal life to all who receive it. 

 
14. What did Jesus say about those who believe on Him in relation to this water of life?  John 7:38 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
Note: Here we see the same symbolism.  The water of life flows from the believer, who is the New Testament 
temple. 

 
15. How is the water of life offered? Rev 22:17 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
 
16. What was the purpose of Christ coming to earth? John 10:10 

Ans. _________________________________________________________ 
 
 



17. What does John say man beheld in the life and ministry of Christ? John 1:14 
Ans. _________________________________________________________ 

 
18. How did Jesus reveal God's glory? Acts 10:38 

Ans. _________________________________________________________ 
Note: Christ's ministry of healing was an essential element in revealing God's glory. 

 
19. What does John say the earth is lighted with in the last days? Rev 18:1 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
Note: Since healing is an essential part of revealing God's glory, this text indicates a work of physical and spiritual 
healing that will take place on earth just prior to Christ's second coming.  This work of healing will be carried on by 
the Holy Spirit working through God's church, which is His spiritual house or temple on earth.  This is the same 
work described symbolically as the river of healing flowing from the temple in Ezekiel.  

 
Summary of Spiritual Worldwide Application: 
We previously saw that Ezekiel began his prophecy of the temple in chapter 40 with the measuring of 
the temple, which applies to the investigative judgment beginning in 1844.  Hence, the work of 
healing symbolized by the water coming from the temple would take place especially during the time 
of the investigative judgment from 1844 onwards until Christ's second coming.  This work of healing 
will be carried on by Christ's church (spiritual Israel) and will be an important part of the three angels 
message of Revelation 14 in preparing people for Christ's second coming. 
 

Literal Worldwide in Glory Application 
 
20. Where does the river of healing or life in Ezekiel's prophecy flow from? Eze 47:1 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
Note: This river of life flows from the very presence of God, which is in the "house" or "temple" of God. 

 
21. What grows along side this river of life? Eze 47:12 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
 
22. What similar description does John give in Revelation? Rev 22:1-2 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
 
        _________________________________________________________ 

Note: John saw the river of life flowing from the throne of God in the New Jerusalem in the new earth.  The tree of 
life grew on both sides of the river.  The similar language with Ezekiel's prophecy is unmistakable.  John is 
describing the literal worldwide in glory application of Ezekiel's prophecy.  

 
23. What does John say about the temple in the New Jerusalem and new earth? Rev 21:22 

Ans. ________________________________________________________ 
 Note: Jesus Christ, the embodiment of God's temple, is there (see question 12). 

 

Conclusion 
 
In our study today we learned that the church bringing physical and spiritual healing to the world 
through the power of the Holy Spirit is the "Spiritual Worldwide" application of Ezekiel's temple 
prophecy.  John's prophecy in Revelation describes the "Literal Worldwide in Glory" application.  
Christ is at the very heart of both these applications. 

The popular dispensational application of Ezekiel's prophecy to the building of a literal temple 
in Palestine is not only a false interpretation, it is a Christless application.  This Christless, false 
interpretation is a counterfeit inspired by Satan to take away from the great work of healing by Christ 
through His church and an effort to set up his final great deception centering around the modern 
nation of Israel.   



The vast majority of Christians are looking to the nation of Israel for the fulfillment of Old and 
New Testament prophecy.  Satan will see to it that their expectations are met.  However, sad to say, 
their misinterpretation will lead them to accept Satan's last masterful deception of impersonating 
Christ just prior to Christ's second advent.   

History is repeating itself.  The majority of professed believers in the true God were lead astray 
in Christ's day.  They misinterpreted Old Testament prophecies and rejected their Messiah, Jesus 
Christ.  As a result the vast majority of Israel in Christ's day were lost.  Satan is following the same 
method today.  He has led the vast majority of professed believers in God to misinterpret Old and 
New Testament prophecies, which will set them up to accept a counterfeit second coming of Christ 
(Satan himself).  The majority of professed believers will be lost because they choose to believe a lie 
and reject the truth.  Paul states: 

"And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 
2Thes. 2:11-12  


