
ISRAEL IN PROPHECY 
LESSON 1 

A PROPHETIC DECEPTION 
 

A masterful prophetic deception repeated. 
A. Christ’s first advent 

1. Expectation 
2. Signs 
3. Misinterpreted Old Testament prophecy 

B. Similar today 
1. 2Thes. 2:7 – Mystery of iniquity at work 

a. False scripture interpretation;  
1. Allegory – Origin;  

Ex: The Pilgrim’s Progress – Christian struggled to escape swamp, which 
symbolized Christian’s struggle in world 

2. Spiritualize – Augustine 
Ex: Augustine spiritualized the Old Testament, teaching that the histories of 
the Old Testament had nothing to do with God, in reality, that the stories 
about God in the Old Testament only taught about God in pictures, like 
parables. 

3. Futurism – Dispensationalism; Schofield, Dallas Theo. Sem. 
Hal Lindsay 

 
Historically, prophetic interpretation and preaching is important. 

A. Pre-reformation – Waldenses, Wyclifites, Hussites –  
1. Protested against papacy against Papacy as beast and Rome as apocalyptic Babylon. 

B. Reformation – Foundation truths: 
1. Christ and His salvation; sola fide, sola scriptura 
2. Antichrist and his damnation 

a. Martin Luther in 1520 wrote: 
“I am practically cornered, and can hardly doubt anymore, that the pope is really the 
antichrist, whom the world expects according to a general belief, because everything 
so exactly corresponds to the way of his life, action, words and commandments.” 
Shriften, Vol. 21a. Col. 234 
1. Used Daniel 7, 8 and 2Thes. 2 

3. 1516 Fifth Lateran Council prohibited writing or preaching on subject of antichrist. 
4. Melanchthon, Zwingli (Swidd), Tyndale (first English translation from      
    Greek, John Calvin (French), John Knox (Scotland). 

a. All taught Pope is antichrist. 
 

Prophetic Faith of our Fathers, LeRoy Froom  
 

C. Counter Reformation by papacy 
1. Ribera – Jesuite priest and scholar 

a. 1590 – counter interpretation – Futurism 
1. Applied first few chapters of Revelation to ancient Rome, the rest he restricted to 

a literal 3  ½ year reigh of an infidel antichrist who would oppose and persecute 
the saints just before second advent – Rev. 12 

2. Antichrist – single individual who would rebuild temple in Jerusalem, abolish 
Christian religion, be received by Jews, pretend to be God, conquer world. 

3. Goal – take sights off Papacy 
 



Literal Israel – Jewish question 
A. Application of prophecy to literal Israel 

1. Reformers applied Old and New Testament prophecies to the church, not literal Israel. 
2. Increase Mather – 1669 Mystery of Israel’s Salvation – applied prophecies to Israel’s 

restoration. 
3. Dr. John Owen – 1673 “The Jews shall be gathered from all parts of the earth where 

they are now scattered and brought back into their own land.” 
4. Charles Spurgeon – 1864, predicted Israel’s restoration. 
5. James Grant – 1866, English scholar: “The personal coming of Christ will not take place 

until the Jews are restored to their own land and the enemies of Christ and the Jews 
have gathered together their armies from all parts of the world and have commenced 
the siege of Jerusalem.” 

B. 1901, Sea Cliff, Long Island Bible Conference 
1. Combined futuristic principles of Ribera and literal Israel application. 

a. Dispensationalism 
b. Reaction to liberalism questioning creation, miracles, authorship, historical accuracy 

of Bible. 
2. Schofield Reference Bible developed 

C. Today – Late Great Planet Earth by Hal Lindsay 
1. Revelation 1-3: Church on earth. 

Revelation 4-5: church in heaven after rapture 
England – Irvingites church, mid 1800’s (tongues), secret rapture by Margaret 
McDonald (Rev. 4.1) 

2. Hal Lindsay’s argument for literal Israel 
a. pp. 53-54 Jews return 
b. pp. 50-51 3 predictions 
c. p. 55  one left – rebuild temple 
d. p. 174  Christ’s return, Russian Arab confederacy against Israel, Zechariah 14:1-4 

(Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel, Revelation) 
e. What if there is a war and Christ apparently appears in Jerusalem 
f. False Assumption: p. 176 – God’s promises are unconditional 

 
Masterful Deception shaping up today 

“As the crowning act in the great drama  of deception, Satan himself will personate Christ… 
This is the strong, almost overmastering delusion.” GC 629 

 
“Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received the love 
of the truth will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the world captive…   Are the 
people of God now so firmly established upon His word that they would not yield to the 
evidence of their senses?” GC 625 

 
Importance of prophecy study 

A. Christ’s first advent deception 
B. Reformation teaching on antichrist 
C. Seventh-day Adventist Church – 3 Angels Message 

1. “When we as a people understand what this book (Revelation) means to us, there will 
be seen among us a great revival.” TM 113 

2. “When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will have an 
entirely different religious experience.  They will be given such glimpses of the open 
gates of heaven that heart and mind will be impressed with the character that all must 
develop in order to realize the blessedness which is to be the reward of the pure in 
heart.”  TM 114 


