
 

 

Note From the Pastor 

  February is the month that celebrates love on 

Valentine’s Day.  The Bible has much to say 

about love.  First, we are told, “God is love.”      

1 John 4:8.  In fact, this verse says something 

about the Christian; “He that loveth not 

knoweth not God; for God is love.”  Hence, a 

clear indication of whether we really know 

God or not is if we behave in a loving manner 

toward others.  The following verses address 

the biblical definition of love.  “Love is very 

patient and kind, never jealous or envious, 

never boastful or proud, never haughty or 

selfish or rude.  Love does not demand its own 

way.  It is not irritable or touchy.  It does not 

hold grudges and will hardly even notice when 

others do it wrong.”  1 Corinthians 13:4-5. 

(Living Bible)  “Love your enemies, bless them 

that curse you, do good to them that hate you 

and pray for them which despitefully use you, 

and persecute you.”  Matthew 5:44 

  Either love or pride and selfishness will rule in 

our hearts.  Concerning this Ellen White wrote:  

“it is the love of self that destroys our peace.  

While self is all alive, we stand ready 

continually to guard it from mortification and 

insult; but when we are dead, and our life is 

hid with Christ in God, we shall not take 

neglects or slights to heart.  We shall be deaf 

to reproach and blind to scorn and insult.”  

MB 17.  I pray that each of us will be truly a 

loving Christian every day of the year. 

   

 

 

 

Ikey Ogden, Prayer Ministry 

  I believe that the greatest deficiency in the 

heart of God’s church today is in the area of 

prayer.  No matter how strong our programs, 

our ministries; no matter how well we develop 

strategies in our board meetings; no matter 

how diligent we are in returning the tithes and 

offering contributions, a church without a 

vibrant prayer ministry is powerless.  Why am I 

so spirited in supporting a powerful prayer 

ministry with our church?  Well, the church is 

at the center of God’s plan for world 

evangelism.  I read somewhere, “God never 

told the world to go to church.  He told the 

church to go to the world,” and in order for us 

to go to the world and do the work that He has 

called us to do, much Holy Spirit power is 

needed, the Power that can only come through 

consistent, heart-felt persevering prayers of 

warriors through our prayer ministry.  How do 

we reach the world in our little corner of 

Surprise?  Just look at our church.  Are we not 

as diverse as the world?  I am also so spirited 

with our prayer ministry because I see what 

God is doing with so few.  He has not called all 

of us to be prayer warriors, which is why so 

few attend, but He has called all of us to 

prayer.  I invite you to join us as we meet on 

Sabbath morning at 8:55 a.m. and on 

Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. prior to 

the Israel in Prophecy Seminar.  If you can’t 

join us, keep us in prayer as we continue to 

intercede on your behalf. 

 

  The Sanctuary Choir is beginning practice on 

an Easter anthem this month.  There are 20+ 

attending rehearsals each week and we pray to 

be a blessing through our music.  



Community Services 

  Ladies Day Out: Plan on attending our next 

“Ladies Day Out” on February 13.  It is 

sponsored by the Community Services and 

Health Ministries.  We look forward to sharing 

an afternoon of fellowship and special 

activities. 

Community Services Visitation Team:  

Community Services has 13 visitation teams 

serving our members and others who need the 

joy that a visit can bring.  If you are interested 

in helping, see Kathryn Ryan.  If you decide to 

help with visiting, we have lap quilts available 

for a first-time visit.  Se Nancy Chaplin to pick 

one out. 

Baby Shower:  Our third annual community 

outreach baby shower benefitting Choice 

Pregnancy Center is almost here.  Please join 

us as we celebrate the “choice of life.”  There is 

still time to finish your projects and/or to 

purchase baby related gifts.  Mark your 

calendar for February 24, 2:00 p.m. 

 

Social Committee 

  The social committee outdid themselves with 

the “Holiday Reflections” dinner on December 

30th.  Plan to attend the next all-church social 

on Sunday, February 17, 2:00 p.m.  This is an 

“everyone’s birthday party” and you don’t 

want to miss it!  Details will follow.  Mark your 

calendar for April 19 at 2:00 p.m. for an “After 

Tax” church social.  Our social committee is 

hard at work…let’s all support their efforts! 

 

Holiday Reflections Kitchen Crew 

 

Adventurer Club 

  The Adventurer Club is meeting twice a 

month and in January we have studied about 

how to be a Friend of Nature.  At the end of 

class, the kids got to decorate different nature 

cookies, one for each person in their family.  

We are also studying the early Adventist 

pioneers, learning an old-time song, playing an 

old-time game, and decorating a large scarf 

with fabric paints.  It has been fun learning all 

kinds of new things about our world, our God 

and ourselves. 
 

Peterlaena Gyimah With Her Decorated 

Cookies 

 

 

The Power of the Cross 

  Pastor Grant Agadjanian of the Sure Harvest 

Ministries, will bring a weekend of revival to 

our church.  Mark your calendar for Friday, 

February 16, 7:00 p.m., February 17 worship 

service and again at 1:30 p.m. following the 

fellowship meal.  Pastor Agadjanian is with 

one of the few Adventist ministries that brings 

the Gospel of Jesus to Muslims around the 

globe.  Invite your Adventist friends and non-

Adventist friends, and neighbors so they may 

discover how deep, relevant and heart-

warming the Gospel is in the Advent message. 

 


